to the editor

Bioethics

At least some of the difficulty in
bioethics mentioned in your articles (SN:
10/30/71, pp. 294 and 298) seems to
stem from who should have the responsi-
bility for life and death decisions over fe-
tuses, healthy or defective. Part of the
problem would go away if parents had
the full responsibility, financially, for the
rearing of their offspring. “Society” would
not then have the overweaning interest in
eugenics and birth control because nobody
but the parents would have to bear the
expense of the children. The decision
would also be more clear-cut for the par-
ents as to whether to have a child diag-
nosed as defective if they alone had to

face a prospect of lifelong caretaking.
Christopher D. M. Winstanley
Los Angeles, Calif.

How can there be “large efforts” at
therapy in utero before the requisite ex-
perience and research? Prenatal transfu-
sions have been attempted (for Rh incom-
patibility)—but they have been followed
by troubles with graft vs. host reactions
from an outgrowth of leucocytes.

The “defective fetus abort list” over-
looked the children “who might have been,”
but will not be conceived because of par-
ents’ terror at having another Tay-Sachs.
It also left out the argument that we quite
casually permit millions of fertilized ova
to be wasted that might be salvaged. But
we don’t regard this complicity in spon-
taneous abortions to be comparable to
negligent homicide. Scientific analysis can-
not answer the ethical question, “when
does an individual human life begin,” but
it can point to inconsistencies in efforts to
formulate the problem.

Joshua Lederberg
Dept. of Genetics
School of Medicine
Stanford University
Stanford, Calif.

Journal references

I have just read Mr. B. L. Silkin’s letter
(SN: 11/6/71, p. 306), and as a science
librarian, I agree with him. Theoretically,
the date alone, or the volume number
should be enough to locate an article re-
ferred to. Practically, however, both are
often needed to locate, with certainty, a
given reference. You may not wish to
include page references, but volume and
issue number in addition to date would

most certainly be a great help.
Suzanne K. Newhall
Science Librarian
Haverford Colleg>
Haverford, Pa.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
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films OF THE WEEK

COLLEGE GEOMETRY SERIES. Twelve
16mm, color, sound films produced by the
College Geometry Project, University of Min-
nesota. Titles: Orthogonal Projection (13
min); Central Similarities (10 min); Dihedral
Kaleidoscopes (13 min); Geometric Vectors
(17 min); Inversion (12 min); Curves of Con-
stant Width (16 min); Central Perspectives
(134 min); Equidecomposable Polygons
(10%2 min); Symmetries of the Cube (1312
min); Isometries (26 min); Protective Genera-
tion of Conics (16 min); and Caroms (9'2
min). Audience: college. For purchase or
rental information, write International Film
Bureau, Dept. SN, 332 Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, 11l. 60604.

DIROFILARIA IMMITIS, DEVELOPMENT
AND TRANSMISSION. 16mm, color, sound,
16 min. A concise research report on the dog
heartworm, which can affect many dogs, is
presented. Shows the feeding activity of the
Aedes aegypti mosquito, the uptake of Diro-
filaria immitis, and the development of the
larvae in the mosquito. First and second
stage larvae, and the means by which the
infective third-stage larvae leave the proboscis
of the mosquito and are deposited on the
skin surface of the host are shown. Includes
extreme close-ups of the mosquito probing
and feeding, and also shows the cinemicro-
graphic recording equipment used in the re-
search. An end title lists published research
on the subject. Audience: veterinarians, biolo-
gists. Purchase $190 or rental $13 from Uni-
versity Extension, University of California,
Dept. SN, Berkeley, Calif. 94720.

POLLUTION IN PERSPECTIVE: OUR AIR
AND WATER. 16mm, color, sound, 15 min.
Critical issues related to air and water pollu-
tion are identified and explored. Should we
cut down on the amount of fuel consumption
in the United States? What are the chances
of reducing automobile emissions and would
this reduce air pollution significantly? How
should we attack water pollution: By building
more treatment plants to remove phosphates
from water, or by eliminating the phosphates
in detergents? It is clear that there is no easy
answer or solution to any of these questions.
Gaining one advantage often means giving up
some others. The panel cautions that resolv-
ing the problems of air and water may take
patience and continuing commitment on the
part of the general public. Audience: general.
Purchase $180 from General Electric Educa-
tional Films, Dept. SN, 60 Washington Ave.,
Schenectady, N.Y. 12345.

PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF DEATH.
16mm, b&w, sound, 39 min. This is the
dramatized story of a leukemia patient, his
wife, and a nursing student who is facing the
death of a patient for the first time. The pa-
tient, even though he has a terminal disease,
is unrealistic in that he continually looks to-
ward the future. His wife is pregnant and
very much wants him to live to see the baby.
When he unexpectedly dies, the nurse—who
has become very attached to the patient and
his wife—becomes emotionally upset but must
learn that her job still consists of helping the
family. Audience: College, adult, special. Pur-
chase $200 or rental $9.50 from Audio-Visual
Center, Indiana University, Dept. SN, Bloom-
ington, Ind. 47401.

REFLECTIONS IN A POND. 16mm, color,
sound, 10 min. Sometimes music can do
better than words in describing a mood. Here
music and natural sounds combine to make
us feel a part of the life that lives in a pond.
Our case is a family of mute swans, six
chinese white geese, and one great blue heron.
Audience: elementary, secondary, general.
Purchase $125 from Journal Films, Dept. SN,
209 W. Diversey Parkway, Chicago, Il
0614.

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for professional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
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ORGANIZE YOUR SLIDES
PROTECT YOUR SLIDES
SEE YOUR SLIDES

SLIDE HOLDER VIEWER
Holds 20 cardboard
mount 2'* X 2'* slides
safe from damage or
dust, in flexible vinyl
pockets. No. 49910
package of 25 - holds

500 slides $8.75.
plus postage

BOX 8397/JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
39204

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Your book can be published, promoted, distrib-
uvted by a reliable company on o subsidized
basis. Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, sci-
entific and even controversial manuscripts wel-
comed. For Free Booklet write Vantage Press,
Dept. T8, 516 West 34th St., New York, N.Y. 10001

GENEVA ESCAPEMENT

Fascinating Geneva escapement mechanism in
mirror gold or silver finish or black background.
Turn the 3" diameter ring gear and the mating
planet gear revolves, its driver knob turning the
Geneva wheel 1/5 revolution per engagement.
Very dressy, interesting and durable. The smart
gift boxed tie clasp, tie tac or brooch is $5.75,
cuff links $9.75 pr., set of clasp or tac or brooch
with links only $14.75. Prompt shipment and
money back guarantee (our 17th year), specify
R}x(i)sh, add 35¢ postage per order, send check or
. to

Uniquest
7020 Aztec Rd. N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 87110

Math “Bug” You?

—No Problem!

LEARN MATH AND ENJOY
IT! Impossible? Not with
MATHEMATICS FOR EVERY-
MAN, a self-teaching man-
ual guaranteed to increase
your math know-how. From
Simple Numbers to the Cal-
culus.

‘“The author assumes no
previous acquaintance with
mathematics, and advances
the reader . . . by patient,
carefully-phrased exposition
and by building the discus-
sion step-by-step.”—New Technical Books (of
the New York Public Library).

Learn math at home comfortably and at mini-
mium cost.

MATHEMATICS FOR EVERYMAN by Egmont
Colerus. ORDER NOW! Only $4.95, plus 30c
handling. 10-Day Money-Back Guarantee.

SOLVE THIS PUZZLE —

Jones, Brown, Smith, and
Robinson were either a
driver, a stoker, a guard, or
a red, blue, black or green
shirt.

The driver beat Brown at
billiards and Smith and the
guard often played golf with
the men in black and green
shirts. Jones and the porter
disliked the man in the green
shirt, but this was not the
stoker as he always wore a
red shirt. What was each per-
son’s occupation and color
of shirt?

The correct answer to this and 100 MORE
varied mind-stretching Problems are found in
BRAIN PUZZLER’S DELIGHT by E. R. Em-
met. Order now; $5.95, plus 30¢ handling.

10-Day Money-Back Guarantee

EMERSON BOOKS, Inc., Dept. 664-T
251 West 19 Street, New York, 10011
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